
Sunday 2nd June – Connect Group Notes
See Who I Am
Mark 9

The amazing event on the mountain (vv2-13)
Several possible reasons for the Transfiguration were given: encouragement for the disciples that Jesus really was Messiah, to show Jesus as the fulfilment of the law and the prophets, to provide a foretaste of the glorified Jesus. 

1. Which one strikes you most? Maybe you think of something else. 

2. Do you learn anything new from what others share?

3. Can you think of any ‘mountain-top’ experience in your own life? 

4. Did you rush to tell others or keep it to yourself? Were there good reasons for this?

Back to earth (vv14 onwards)
5. How do we cope with ordinary life after experiencing spiritual highs?

The disciples became embroiled in arguments and debates over why they couldn’t heal, why Jesus was happy to let someone outside the group of 12 disciples carry out healing, and over which of them was the greatest. 

6. Do you think status is as much of an issue in today’s society? 

7. Is it reflected in church life (thinking generally, not about a specific church)?

8. Are we ever envious when we see others apparently being favoured in being chosen for tasks? 

9. If so, what might be effective ways of coping in such situations?

See who I am
10. How does Jesus’ view of Messiah differ from what was generally expected at the time? In what way is this still relevant in our society?

11. The Transfiguration gives us a glimpse of the majesty and power of Jesus and of his ‘otherness’? Do you think we emphasise this enough in how we think about him?



——————————————————————————————————————
Additional notes
Although we aren’t told which mountain the Transfiguration took place on Mt Hermon is a good candidate. It’s only 10 miles from Caesarea Philippi where they had just been and is over 9,000 ft high so could be classed as a ‘high mountain’.

Matthew, Mark and Luke all include the Transfiguration but John doesn’t even though he was there. This has caused problems for some. However, there are other events not covered by John and some that only he includes. John, in particular, selects material in a different way from the others.

